PROGRAMME FOR M.PHIL/PH.D 

The program of study and research leading to the M.Phil/Ph.D. degree in International Relations consists of course work and a dissertation. The Peshawar University rules concerning M.Phil and Ph.D. apply. On the satisfactory completion of courses and the dissertation, the degree of M.Phil/Ph.D. is awarded.

The course requirements for an M.Phil/Ph.D. program:

1. Course work: 24 credits/27 credits for M.Phil and Ph.D. respectively. (two semesters0

2. The duration for an M.Phil dissertation should not be less than 1 year (two semesters). The duration for a Ph.D dissertation should be at least 3 years/six semesters. Each course if not specified otherwise will be of 4 credit hours. Three courses will be compulsory of which the basics of computer science will be a non-credited one.

TRANSFER FROM M.PHIL TO Ph.D.

A student already registered in M.Phil programme may be transferred by the Board (Advanced Board of Studies and Research) to Ph.D. programme on the student’s request and on the recommendation of the Supervisory Committee. Such cases should be forwarded within two years of admission to M.Phil but not earlier than two semesters, and the student should have maintained a minimum CGPA of 3.3. Such a transfer will be deemed to have taken effect from thedate of his/her admission to M.Phil. Similarly, a student registered in Ph.D. programme may be transferred to M.Phil within two years on the student’s request and on the recommendation of the Supervisory Committee. 

EXEMPTION FROM COURSE WORK FOR Ph.D.

Partial exemption from course work may be given in case a candidate holds a post graduate degree from a recognized foreign institution or already has an M.Phil degree from another institution.

M.PHIL/Ph.D. COURSES

MAJOR COURSES

IR.701
   
Theories of International Relations (compulsory).

IR.705
   
Research Methodology (compulsory).

IR.715    
A Comparative Study of Foreign Polices of Major Powers: USA, Russia 

                        and China. 

IR.725

International and Regional Organizations.

IR.740

International Politics of South Asia. 

IR.745

International Politics of the Middle East.

IR.748

International Politics of West Asia.

IR.800

Diplomacy.

IR.820

Foreign Policy Analysis.

IR.825

Pakistan and the Muslim World.

IR.827

Indo-Pak Relations.

IR.850

International Politics of the Asia-Pacific Region.

IR.851

International Politics of Europe.

IR.852

International Politics of the CIS  & Central Asia.

IR.853

Africa in World Politics.

IR.903

Muslim World Politics.

IR.906

Afghanistan in International and Regional Politics.

IR.908

Contemporary Strategic concepts.

IR.914

Politics of International Economic Relations. Related Course.

IR.227

Basics of Computer Science (non-credited).

IR.750

Protection of Basic Human Rights.

IR.801

Seminar on Selected Contemporary Issues in International Politics.

IR.804

Conflict Prevention and Resolution.

IR.806

Public International Law.

IR.900

Non-State Actors of International Relations

IR.901

Refugees and Forced Migrants in International Relations

COURSE OUTLINES

IR. 701 theories of International Relations (Compuslory)

Examination of important theoretical debates of international relations: Idealism Vs Realism; Traditionalism Vs Behaviouralism; Modernism Vs Post-modernism; Realism Vs Neo-realism. Clarification of the “level of analysis problem” in different theories. Analysis of central assumptions and key concepts of theories of international relations. Focus on the “neo-realist revival” in international relations: clarification of its basic propositions: analysis and criticism of neo-realism.

IR.705 Research Methodology (Compulsory)


The course is designed to acquaint students with the methods and techniques of scientific research and to prepare them to undertake research in social sciences particularly in international relations. The study will include: meaning, process, methods and problems of research; selection and testing of hypothesis; research design; sampling design; methods and techniques of data collection, processing and analyzing data, interpretation and techniques of interpretation, dissertation and report writing.

IR.715 A comparative Study of Foreign Policies of major Powers: USA, Russia and China  

The course is designed to enable the students to comprehend the comparative approaches to foreign policy with particular reference to major powers: USA, Russia and China. It will highlight their differing foreign policy perspectives and roles in international and regional systems.

IR. 725 International and Regional Organizations.

The course will broadly expose students to international and regional organizations as agencies of international and regional orders. Their evolution, structure and functioning in political, economic and social fields. The role of these organizations in post cold war era will be examined as well.

IR.740 International Politics of South Asia

The purpose of this course is to create an in depth understanding of the domestic, regional and systemic forces that play significant parts in the formulation and implementation of foreign policy of South Asian countries; India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Landk, Nepal, Bhutan and Maldives.

IR.745 International Politics of the Middle East

This course will be conducted in two major phases. Phase 1 will concentrate on the Eastern Mediterranean or the Arab-Israeli zone of the Middle East. This phase will focus on the foreign policy of the five major Middle Eastern States, including Egypt, Syria, Jordan, Lebanon and Israel Phase II will examine the foreign policy of the Gulf States in terms of such major forces as Islamic resurgence, and nationalism. Fundamental problems such as geography, oil resources, war, terrorism and political instability will be discussed.

IR.748 International Politics of West Asia

The course focuses on the politics of West Asia: Turkey, Iran and Afghanistan in a historical perspective. It will highlight the role of these non-Arab countries in the Middle East and Central Asia, along with an understanding of their foreign policies.

IR.800 Diplomacy

The course examiners the history and different theories, conventional and critical, of diplomacy. It will also look at contemporary diplomatic relations and contacts, foreign policy organization, the function of missions, diplomatic immunity and negotiation. A simulation exercises where students will put to practice the different methods and principles of diplomacy.     

IR. 820 Foreign Policy Analysis

The course will examine the analytical nature of foreign policy. It includes the following: the meaning and nature of foreign policy; approaches to foreign policy; determinants and units of analysis; the process of foreign policy formulation and the instruments used to acquire foreign policy objectives.

IR.825 Pakistan and the Muslim World

The course deals with Pakistan’s relations with the Muslim world. It focuses on the levels of development of major Muslim countries, examining and analyzing their potential strength in playing and meaningful role in realizing the objectives of Muslim Ummah. It will also focus on Pakistan as an ideological state, and the role of its ideology in foreign relations. Pakistan’s role in cementing ties with the Muslim state, both at bilateral and multilateral level, with a view to analyze the present state of affairs in the Muslim world and its potential for mutual cooperation and resolving problems.

IR. 827 Indo-Pak Relations

The course is designed to study Indo-Pak relations in their historical perspective; the ups and downs in the relations; factors and core issues contributing to convergence and divergence of their respective national interest and policies; the impact of the international system on these relations. The present Indo-Pak relations will be examined with a view to devise a course leading to good neighborly relations. 

IR.850 International Politics of Asia-pacific Region

The course comprises of a detailed analysis of the various phases through which the Asia-Pacific region has passed. The study focus on the foreign and economic policies of the state, and the Asia-Pacific region as a model for the developing their world countries.

IR.851 International Politics of Europe 

The geo-political importance of Europe and its role in world politics. The course particularly focus on Europe in the cold war era and the post cold war developments in the region. The integration of the region, the emerging European Union and the expansion of NATO will be analyzed.

IR.852 International Politics of the CIS and Central Asia

The course is designed to give students an insight into the changes that led to the demise of the erstwhile Soviet Union and the establishment of the Commonwealth of Independent States. How the CIS is operating? The emancipation of the Central Asian republics and their new role in regional and international system will be looked at with an emphasis on the ECO. Political, economic and social issues confronting the region will be discussed along with the role of Islam in Central Asia.  

IR. 853 Africa in World Politics 

The course will begin with the political and economic role of Africa in World Politics. It will look into the intra-African conflicts and cooperation with particular reference to the role of OAU in the continent.

IR.903 Muslim World Politics
The course focuses on Western domination in the Muslim world and its impact on their politics. How Muslims can emancipate culturally? The dynamics of political development in the Muslim world;  highlighting the existing revivalist movements and their political implications; identifying the areas of converging interests, with a view to establish mutually beneficial relations between the West and the Muslim world.

IR.906 Afghanistan in International and Regional Politics

The course covers the geo-strategic importance of Afghanistan both in the past and present. Its role in regional and global politics will be focused upon along with the determinants of Afghan foreign policy and the protracted civil war. The impact of post-cold war changes on Afghanistan will be dealt with specifically.

IR. 908 Contemporary Strategic Concepts 

The course aims to familiarize students with the conceptual framework of strategic studies. The course contents are: meaning and approaches to the study; war and the role of force; deterrence and nuclear non-proliferation; crisis management; confidence building measures; arms control and disarmament.

IR. 914 Politics of International Economic Relations

The course aims to highlight the importance of international economic relations and will analyze its basic concepts and theories. It will focus on financial and monetary management in the world economy; the operation of banks and others international financial institutions and their contribution to economic development. Central issues concerning globalization of economy and economic regionalism will also be focused upon.

RELATED COURSES 

IR. 227 Basics of Computer Science (non-credited compulsory)

The course intends to equip the students with the basic knowledge of computers and data processing concepts; disk operating systems, including DOS and Windows; world processors such as World Perfect and Microsoft World. What are databases and the usage of packages such as dBase and FoxPro? Utility and operation of e-mail and Internet would also be studies.

IR.750 Protection of Basic Human Rights

The course will trace how the concern for protection of basic human rights evolved? The role of various international institutions in protecting human rights; treaty and customary international law related to human rights will be studies. It will also focus on protection of human rights in the post cold war period. 

IR. 801 seminar on Selected Contemporary Issues in International Politics

The course will comprise of regular seminars on selected contemporary issues. The objective is to acquaint the students with the latest developments and critique of various important issues in international politics.

IR. 804 Conflict Prevention and Resolution 

Though conflict has been recognized a global phenomenon, yet throughout history efforts have been made to avoid it. This course examines the roots of some of the major current and recent conflicts in the world and the role of the UN and other inter-governmental organizations, the impact of unilateral efforts by governments, and the efforts of NGOs in preventing and resolving them. In addition to analyzing differing approaches to conflict prevention and resolution, the course will focus on the heightened urgency of conflict prevention and resolution in the post cold war era.

IR. 806 Public International Law 

The course is intended to develop an in-depth understanding of world legal order. The course includes sources of International Law, the debates about its nature and function in international society; its subjects and law of treaties; and international law in the post-cold war era. The students would be trained to develop ability to analyze various issues confronting International society in accordance with its law.  

IR. 900 Non-State Actors of International Relations

Although the non-state actors have been playing the role in the international system for quite some time, but there has been a marked increase in their significance in the post cold war era. The course is designed to identify these non-state actors and evaluate their activities concentrating mainly on the emerging civil society. NGOs and other actors such as MNCs and Individuals would be studies.

IR. 901 Refugees and Forced Migrants in International Relations

The course is designed to offer insights into the causes of refugee and forced movements and how it effects the functioning of international relations. How domestic and international factors determine the refugee policy of a state? The strategic use of refugees and forced migrants; the international refugee regime and the role of UNHCR will be analyzed in detail.

